
ERUUF 2020 ANNUAL MEETING DISCUSSION AND VOTING RULES 
 
These simplified rules are being proposed by the Board of Trustees for operation of the ERUUF 
annual meeting being held online via Zoom, June 28, 2020. We propose these rules to honor 
the democratic process and full participation of all members while centering simplicity and 
accessibility. Adoption of special rules is deemed necessary to maintain and demonstrate 
commitment to our values while conforming to the constraints of the meeting platform. 
 
Communicating within the meeting 
 
Zoom Chat Box: The chat function will only be used for receiving help on technical issues. 
Please refrain from using the chat for any other purpose. Albert Hardy will be acting as our 
technical support and any technical needs should be addressed to him (you can send him a 
chat message directly or type in to the chat that you need assistance and he will reach out. If 
needed, he will join you in a breakout room to help talk you through any issue you have. 
 
Zoom’s Raise Hand feature: 
When the floor is open, Zoom’s “Raise hand” feature will be used to indicate that you would like 
to speak, or to make or second a motion on the items of business. Members who wish to speak 
will be recognized in the order in which they enter the queue. Please see “Rules for debate” 
below for more details.  
 
NOTE: The chair will describe how to use this feature after the rules of order have been adopted 
and we will test it together to make sure that everyone is able to participate. 
 
Process for handling business during the meeting 
 
There are 3 primary business items on the agenda: approving the 2019 annual meeting 
minutes, electing members to serve upcoming terms on the board of trustees, the nominating 
committee and the healthy congregation committee, and approving the 2020/2021 budget. 
 
Once a business item is presented, the chair will call for a motion to approve the item by asking 
for anyone who so moves to use the ‘raise hand’ feature. Once a motion is received the chair 
will call for a second by the same method. Once a second is received, the floor will be opened 
for debate, discussion and proposal of any amendments. Once debate is ended and any 
amendments attended to, the chair will call a vote on the business item. 
 
Rules for debate 

● Use the “raise hand” feature to indicate you would like to speak. 
● The chair will recognize you and unmute you 
● Comments are limited to two minutes 
● You will receive a verbal warning when you have 20 seconds left. 



● No person may speak twice to the same issue unless everyone else wishing to speak 
has spoken to it once 

● Debate is ended when there are no more people in queue to speak or when the allotted 
time on the agenda is reached unless a motion is passed to extend the length of the 
meeting. 

 
Voting 
 
Voting will occur using Zoom’s built in polling system. 
 
The motion on the floor will be displayed on the screen so it is clear which vote is being held.  
The Zoom poll will display on your screen if you have joined the meeting on a computer or 
smartphone. The poll will allow for 1 vote per device and will be open for 1 minute. 
 
After the poll is closed, the chair will call for votes from anyone who has called in by phone or 
any second member of a household who is sharing a device with a member who voted using 
the poll. Votes for “all in favor” “all opposed” and “all abstaining” will be called separately and 
vote will be indicated using the ‘raise hand’ feature or by pressing *9 if you have called in to the 
meeting by phone. 
 
A majority of the votes cast shall be sufficient to approve business items per the ERUUF 
by-laws. 
 


