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Mission Statement:  

The mission of the Eno River Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship is to transform  

lives by building a free and inclusive 
covenantal religious community of spirit, 

service, justice, and love. 

 We are a UUA  
“Welcoming Congregation.” 

ERUUF is committed to the inclusion of 
every person. All are welcome here without 

regard to race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 
orientation political affiliation, or economic 

status, in accord with UU Principles. 

New Web Site Launch 
 
Welcome to a new version of the 
ERUUF web site! 

The primary intention is to show the 
ERUUF community in action, with a 
focus on the shared ministry teams and 
values of the fellowship. The invitation 
is to explore and find your way on the 
site and in this beloved community.  

By design, it is set up to encourage exploration instead of linear mapping. 
It is searchable, mobile friendly and hopefully more accessible to people 
who are new to UU and ERUUF. 

The site is built with a visual language of pictures and images in addition 
to text and links. Menus introduce new headings and categories. Pretty 
much everything on the old site is also on the new site, just in a different 
organizational pattern. In the future, we plan to add more video 
components and interactivity with social media. 

Features: 

 Visual language (we always welcome pictures of ERUUF groups) 

 New blog page (reflections from ministers and staff) 

 Emphasis on shared ministries in action 

 Searchable calendar 

 New auto-draft giving portal 

 Mobile friendly 

The layout, design, and focus of the new site are all the result of 
conversations with staff, leaders, and members, combined with ERUUF 
site analytics and evaluation of web sites of UU congregations and other 
spiritual communities. In all our research, we could not find any 
congregation anywhere with as much emphasis on governance and 
policies as ERUUF seems to hold. As a result, any information in this area, 
that focuses on "how we organize ourselves," has all been pushed down to 
the bottom menu. If you are a leader or just policy curious, scroll down to 
the bottom of any page to find numbers, reports, and governance. 

Much appreciation goes to the web team and all the work on this 
important project for the Fellowship! 

Communications Changes 
 

After careful research and planning, 

communications at ERUUF is going to 

shift in several ways. With the launch 

of the new web site and the 

continued reliance on weekly E-news 

for timely ERUUF communications, 

the traditional monthly newsletter 

(Currents) is going to be phased out.  

Since all the info that has been  

published in Currents has also been 

posted in E-news, the new focus now 

will be on enhancing the 

communications via the web site and 

also expanding social media 

presence.  

Any folks who received a paper  

version of Currents will still receive a 

paper version of a news digest on a 

monthly basis. There may also be 

special quarterly paper publications 

that highlight upcoming classes and 

events.  

Announcements of upcoming events 

will continue to appear in the weekly 

bulletin as well. 

Your patience and feedback are  

appreciated during this time of 

change in communications. 

Spiritual Practices: June 10, 17,  and 24, noon; Commons Room 
 

Are you curious about the benefits of a spiritual 
practice? We'll explore some simple practices that 

can help calm our mind and open our heart.  

Led by Rev. Cayer.  

June 10 Lectio Divina (spiritual reading);  

June 17 Mandalas (a path to wholeness);  

June 24 Journaling.  
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  It’s been an amazing year at ERUUF. A generous member challenged us 
last December; they would match what members could raise dollar for dollar up to $250,000.  
Members stepped up and we more than met the match. As a result ERUUF has been able to pay 
off its $104,000 mortgage and put the rest into a reserve fund for scheduled maintenance (the big 
stuff that needs replacing and repair—and we will still cover our normal “wear and tear 

expenses” out of the funds we each contribute annually—as we should). Alleluia!! 

And yet all this comes in a time when the Durham Herald Sun has been running a series on our local economic 
boom, the building downtown, and how all this affects our low income neighbors. In some neighborhoods 
developers snatch up homes for pennies on the dollar that residents can’t afford to maintain, then renovate and sell 
the properties at huge profit. Since long-time homeowners, most of whom are People of Color, don’t realize the 
greatest profits, the remnant of wealth remaining in Durham’s historically Black communities is flowing out at 
stunning rates. 

In the midst of such significant changes, I’m inspired by long time fellowship members who have a strong 
commitment to all of Durham. ERUUF was recently recognized as the group that contributes the most annual 
volunteer hours at Urban Ministries. And for the past several years Durham CAN, our local community organizing 
group that works on jobs, affordable housing, and community policing has had an office here on our campus, and 
we’ve become increasingly active members with them.  Our commitment to dismantling systemic racism is 
significant in all this, because it helps us become partners who better understand the issues and increase our skill 
at following the lead of local People of Color who are fighting for their rights.   

In a time when the winds of change are blowing fiercely, Unitarian Universalists have a great moral compass in the 
form of our principles and liberal religious values—justice, equity, and compassion just to name a few. At ERUUF 
we’re using these important tools as guidance to find meaningful, impactful ways to transform life for ourselves 
and our neighbors.        Blessings, Deborah   

Rev. Deborah Cayer, Lead Minister The Winds of Change 

Class limit: 20. Sign up: http://bit.ly/SpiritualP   

Adult Summer Programs 

Whose Streets: Wednesday June 13, 6:30-9:00 pm, Commons Room.  The Multicultural Team invites everyone 

to a viewing and discussion of Whose Streets, an unflinching look at the Ferguson uprising told by the activists 
and leaders who live and breathe the movement for Justice.  

Summer Spiritual Odyssey 2018:  Beginning Sunday, June 24, through the end of August, Commons Room.  
One of the most interesting programs offered at ERUUF, each week one of our members shares their unique  
spiritual journey for about 25-30 minutes, and then fellow members have the chance to ask questions. The Adult 
Programs Team recruits the most diverse group possible in terms of age, gender, theology, race and ethnicity, and 
sexual orientation, and the power of the truth that’s shared and received is amaz-
ing. All are welcome!  

Boys Don’t Cry: Wednesday June 27, 6:30-9:00 pm , Commons Room.  Join 

the MCT for a viewing of Boys Don’t Cry. Young female to male transgender 
Brandon Teena (Hilary Swank) leaves his hometown under threat when his ex-
girlfriend’s brother discovers that he is biologically female.  

New Perspective on Islam:  Sundays July 1, 8, and 15, 12:15-1:30 pm,  Commons 

Room. Led by Imam Abdul Waheed, Interim Chaplain, Duke University. 

Book Discussion: Braving the Wilderness, by Brene Brown: Sundays August 

 

http://bit.ly/SpiritualP
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June 3, 10:15 am  Winds of Fortune, 
Rev. Deborah Cayer, Worship Leader  
 
The winds of change are blowing strong, and yet by 
many measures ERUUF is doing well, and many of 
us are too. Is that ok? What can we do when we 
find ourselves in the midst of an abundance of 
blessings that are not equally distributed? This is a 
Generosity Sunday and our guest this month is the 
Farmworker Ministry.  
 
June 10, 10:15 am  What Are We For? 
LeLaina Romero, Worship Leader;  
Beloved Community Chorus, Music  
 
Music, especially singing in community, can 
express and move what words alone cannot. Join 
the Beloved Community Chorus in an exploration 
of what we are for in this community of faith, 
connection, and justice; and what our chorus is for 
as a singing community centering the voices, music, 
and experiences of people of color. 
 
June 17, 10:15 am  A Mile in Their Shoes  
Rev. Deborah Cayer, Worship Leader,  
Lea Cordova, Worship Associate  
 
Much success in life depends on our ability to 
understand the world as another person does, meet 
them and work from there. What practices could 
help us overcome our reluctance and resistance to 
doing this? 
 
June 24, 10:15 am  A Way to Revolutionary Love  
Rev. Nan L. White, Worship Leader  
 
Hearts that wonder, followed by empathy = a way 
to revolutionary love. The Revolutionary Love 
movement was born for a dynamic Sikh woman 
after the 2016 November election.  What’s so 
special about this movement and can UU’s join in 
when so many other movements are happening 
around the country?  Rev. Nan L. White, UU guest 
minister who holds degrees in music as well as 
ministry, will speak from ERUUF’s free pulpit to 
introduce and entice you to join in this movement 
with her. If you’re feeling hopeless these days, 
wonder about this service…...  

      

 

Finding Ourselves at ERUUF 
Rev. Jacqueline Brett, Assistant Minister  

for Congregational Engagement 

I moved to North Carolina from Brooklyn 15 years ago, with 
much apprehension, two boys, and a dog in tow. A friend who 
relocated here several years before said, “Give it three years to 
decide whether it’s working.”  What?! I thought. Three whole 
years?    

She proved correct. We settled into a Raleigh home, 
convinced by conservative southern relatives that Durham was 
not the place for us. But it wasn’t too long before I wondered 
whether suburban southern life would work for the 
particularities of my family and our northern liberal big city 
ways. Even as one of my greatest surprises was that, except for 
my relatives, rarely did I meet a native North Carolinian. 

By the third year I decided to move to Durham. The diversity 
and imperfections of the city reminded us of home. We formed 
friendships and it seemed things might work after all so we 
remained, and eventually found ourselves at ERUUF, immersed 
in Unitarian Universalism in ways I’d never imagined. 

Each Sunday as I meet newcomers who find themselves at 
ERUUF, by choice or happenstance, I remember my own mix of 
eagerness and apprehension when I arrived the first time, long 
before I ever worked here. I stood alone at the edges of what felt 
like a sea of people in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday service, 
wanting to feel welcome and trying to figure out how to 
navigate the place. I departed and it was three years before I 
returned. 

Feeling welcomed, connected and engaged in a new 
community can be challenging for both the one who wants the 
welcome and those expected to do the welcoming. The 
responsibility lies on both sides though. Newcomers, however 
tentative, must explore, seek out the information or connections 
they want. 

It’s important that members and friends who have been here 
awhile extend a “more than one time” welcome to others. Be 
radical in offering hospitality! And aware of invisible barriers we 
might unconsciously participate in creating that cause others to 
feel quite disconnected even as we’re feeling comfortable in 
relationships we’ve made or activities we’re involved with. 
When was the last time you consciously formed a new 
relationship at ERUUF? 

     In August we’re excited to launch the Finding Yourself At 
ERUUF program with the Inquirers Series of classes aimed at 
our visitors each Sunday morning.  Everyone is welcome to 
participate in this entry level series that offers basic information 
about ERUUF and Unitarian Universalism. 

If you run into a newcomer on a Sunday, say hello and invite 
them to the class, and perhaps check it out for yourself 
too.  Together we’re all finding ourselves at ERUUF.  

 

Palms Together,   Jacqueline 



 

4 June 2018 Currents  

Fellowship Family     (We hold you in our hearts!)  
 

 Eric Thomas continues to recover from his recent 
surgery. 

 Sarah Shunk’s mother, Julia Keenan, died April 14th.  
She had been residing at Forest at Duke. 

Spoken Joys, Sorrows and Milestones: 

 Katie Barnhill Dilling announced her joy at 
successfully completing her doctoral dissertation 
and the next day was offered a local post-doc! 

 Irene Felsman proudly announced that her son, Kai, 
graduated 2 weeks ago from Berklee College of 
Music with a degree in Voice and Production and 
Design. 

 David Tucker announced his joy of improved health. 
For the first time in a year he could attend a 
program at UU Mountain Retreat & Learning 
Center led by Rev. Fred Small on Climate Justice. 

 David Hubert, artisan pipe maker, shared his joy of 
deepening relationships with 30yr artisans in the 
field at a recent trade show in Chicago.  He was 
invited to study with these craftsmen throughout 
the world.  He will study in San Diego, Denmark, 
and Germany to study rare collections. 

 Barbara Welanetz announced her joy that after 11 
years when her son, Chris, began college at 
University of SC. Delays from marriage, child, family 
health, Navy service, he graduated this month and 
will begin Nursing Program in the fall.  

Stop by the Care Ministry Table in the  
Fellowship Hall after services. 

Rev. Stacy Grove,  
Consulting Pastoral Care 

Minister 

It Takes a Village 
 

The phrase ‘it takes a village’ is often used to describe 
the many ways we acknowledge the importance and  
value community plays in the midst of our daily lives.  
Here at ERUUF on a recent Tuesday afternoon, I  
witnessed the ‘village’ come together as the sanctuary 
filled with people from ERUUF and the broader  
community to honor Sue Coon.   

Nineteen cellists gathered from Florida to DC -  

including some of our own ERUUFians - to provide a 
heartwarming one-hour concert simply because they 
love Sue and want to show that love through their  
musical offering. We listened to storytelling, jokes, 
words of honor and remembrance of the many ways Sue 
has put her mark upon the various communities of 
ERUUF, cello camp, workplace, and life relationships. 
These were woven together with the beautiful  
vibrations of sound to bring soulful rest to all who were 
present. The reception that followed was coordinated 
by many ERUUFians who together prepared  
refreshments and service for the many. 

Sue is living with ALS and each day is new for her as she 
navigates the waters of its progression. Many in her  
circle of friends, choir members, and Pastoral Care  
Associates have been supporting Sue and Conrad as her 
needs shift.  If you would like to learn more from Sue, 
please go to Sue’s CaringBridge page. To assist Sue and 

Conrad in the future you can click on ‘ways to help’ to sign 

up for specific needs. 

Here are Sue’s words of gratitude for the outpouring of 

love she experienced:  
“Sue Coon and Conrad Weiser would like to thank  
everyone who helped with the CELLOBRATION on 
May 15.  “Our hearts were warmed by All of the support 
and love. Special thanks to Deb Cayer, Stacy Grove,  
Kevin Badanes,  Daphne RHODES  And Lenora  
Harris-Field. Plus to everyone else who helped, and of 
course to my cello buddies. We really appreciated such 
a meaningful event. Thank you so much!"  Thank YOU, 
Sue, for the many ways you touch our lives! 

Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
 

4907 Garrett Road 
Durham, NC 27707  
Phone: 919-489-257?  
web: www.eruuf.org 

Office Hours: 
Sunday: 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Mon.-Thurs.: 10 am - 4 pm 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/suecoon
http://www.eruuf.org

